
Hilltop Happenings
For February, 2026

  

Our mission is to welcome, accept and encourage all people as we follow Jesus.
 

303 N. Church Street  Silverton, Oregon 97381
Phone: (503) 873-8656     
Website: www.immanuelsilverton.org     
Email: office@immanuelsilverton.org
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 8:30 am-12 pm, 1 pm-3 pm

Ministry Staff
Pastor: Leah Stolte-Doerfler | 503-302-7712
Director of Visitation Ministry: Patty MacInnes | 503-428-4921

(On leave February, 2026)
Office Managers: Tria Brockamp & Courtney Goode
Youth & Family Ministry: Kate Bush | 503-580-4964
Social Media Coordinator: 

Justine Johnson | jj.ilc.silverton@gmail.com
Worship Production Director: Ethan Frederick 
Keyboardist: Deborah Butler
Choir Director: Marta Hazekamp
Custodians: Bill Howell & Andrew Bush

Services
Sundays 8:30 am - Devotional Service    10:30 am - Worship    

 

Service Attendance   in person / *online views as of 1/27/2026
8:30 AM 10:30 AM   7:00 PM

December 21 7 143 / ? *
December 21 Longest Night Service  31 / ? *
December 24 Christmas Eve   212 / ? *
December 28 10 79/ ? *
January 4 15 131/ 303 *
January 11 8 127 / 156 *
January 18 9 105 / 144 *
January 25 6 108 / 187 *

Ministry Contacts
Adult Education: Pastor Leah/F&W
Altar Guild: Barb Richter
ARK: Briana Hupp
A/V: Ethan Frederick
Choir: Marta Hazekamp
Coffee Hour: Pat Taylor
Deacons: Theresa Yancey
Faith & Wisdom: Julie Woodward
GHG: Debbie Eder
Hospitality: Kate Bush
Prayer Chain: Earlyn Moore

503-428-1211 (call/text)
President: Lauren Lucht Lovelace
SACA: Briana Hupp
Shower Coordinator: Shirley Murata
Stephen Ministry: Mary Miller
Technician: Ethan Frederick
Trustees: Dixon Bledsoe
Ushers: Jim Brueckner
Van Rides: Jennifer Bielenberg

503-881-5467
Valley View Cemetery: Jill Lounsbury
Vacation Bible School: Brenda Wilson
Weddings: Hospitality Committee
Worship Planning: Mark Dickman
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Pastor’s Ponderings  by Pastor Leah Stolte-Doerfler

 

Just Pondering…

When a teacher of the law asked Jesus, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

Jesus responded, “The most important one is this: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.”

In this ‘month-of-love’, the word to each of us is to love God and to love our neighbor. Hopefully, the next question
is ‘how’. How do we love our neighbor? Well, and who is our neighbor?

Of course, when an expert in the law asked that same question, Jesus had a story for that too.

After a man was beaten, robbed and left for dead, and after ‘upstanding citizens’ refused to stop and assist him,
it was a ‘good-for-nothing-Samaritan’ who bandaged the wounded man and took him back into town where he
would be further cared for. After sharing the shocking details Jesus asked, “Which of these do you think was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of bandits?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Our neighbor is the person who needs our assistance; it is with our aid, in our service that we love them.

This winter, instead of setting aside a day of service, we will spend the month of February thinking deeply about
service and caring for others. We will hear stories about how and why others service. We will listen to how we are
being called to serve. And finally, we will look for ways to love and serve our neighbors.

How will they know we are Christ-followers? They will know by our love!

In love,
Pastor Leah

Director of Visitation Ministry  by Patty MacInnes

 

Off the road with Patty and Max...

Max and I are taking personal leave for the month of February.  All questions or concerns about visitation may
be addressed to Pastor Leah.  We will see you all again in March.  Stay warm, dry, and hydrated.

In Christ,
Patty
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Youth Group  by Kate Bush

 

Exciting events are on the way! 

January 11th we held a meeting about the 2027 ELCA Youth Gathering in Minnesota. We have six youth and two
adults committed to growth, study and fundraising to make that trip happen. Registration is in October so it's not
too late if your youth is interested!
We're excited for the theme to be released January 30th!
How can you get involved? As we enter into this planning we will have a lot more time to study and develop
harmonious teamwork skills. Ask Greyson, Lucie, Kallie, Piper, Alexis or Lilli in 6 months how things are going. 
March 1st-15th you'll be able to order Willamette Valley Pies just in time for Easter and help support this journey.
Shout out, a big thank you to Darcie Hyde for heading this up! I couldn't do it without some amazing parent
involvement!
What is the ELCA Youth Gathering? Please ask, it's an amazing experience!

And on that note, thank you to Donna Durbin-Wilson for always being my other chaperone at our all night parties!
In the interim while we pray for a Sunday School Director to come our way I have worked with some amazing parent
volunteers that have made Sunday School a continous, smooth transition. Thank you to Emily Reeder, Amanda
Rosansky and Jessica Wilkerson!

Matthew 5: 14-16

From the Custodians’ Closet  by Andrew Bush

 

As we go forward with the changing of the weather, we are reminded of what that brings with it. The stuffed noses,
the running noses. The wet floors from the shoes. The cold wind and ice in the parking lot.  It's not all that great. 
It's dark and quite frankly downright depressing.  
But we have hope and faith and maybe a little grace. When we come here to Immanuel Lutheran there's a warmth.
Its like a warm blanket.  It wraps you up and lets you know that God is here with us and He's on our side. So as He
takes care of us, we need to take care of His house. I would like to thank all you for just that. Thanks to all of you
that help keep all of Immanuel clean and healthy so we can gather and worship with our warm blanket.  

Peace be with you. 

Sound Improvement Committee  by Mary Miller

 

It is with great pleasure the Sound Improvement Committee has chosen Design Sound NW to do the upgrades to
our sound system.  
The agreement was sent to them on 1/19/26 and the team from Design Sound came out on Tuesday, 1/20/26. They
used their laser to get accurate measurements and a detailed review of the sanctuary to start the Ease 3D Modeling
that will identify our sound improvement needs.  
It will take about 4 weeks for them to analyze how to best address the needs of the hearing impaired and upgrade
our sound system. When the final proposal is available it will go to Council for approval.
The project will not be started until after Easter to avoid interrupting Lenten and Easter services.
Any questions can be directed to Lynn Gannon or myself, Mary Miller.
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Prayer Ministry & Requests
 

The hungry. Foster kids. Those who battle addiction. All who serve our country.
  

Kenneth Adams, Phyllis Adams, Nettie Donovan Austin, Kris Anne Baker, Kristie Bernabo, Jessica Bradley, Kyler
DeVore, Destiny Durbin-Wilson, Jamie Eby, Betty Faanes, Joann Faanes, Dan Funrue, Kevin Griffin, Wayne Gwyn,
Tracy Harris, Michellelisa Bradner Hegney, Dan Henderson, Marsha Henderson, Mary Henderson, Rose Marie
Howell, Lucy Hupp, Ruby Hupp, Ed Jacoby, Debbie Donovan Jasman, Alta Johnson, Caroline Johnson, Dale Johnson,
Dee Dee Johnson, Shana Lansidel, Tanya Lawton, Larry Lincoln, Loretta Luciano, Delores McCoy, Shirley McHorse,
Able Meyers, Shane Moore, Mark Morin, Gayle Budd O’Grady, Gayle O'Neil, Elenore Norman, Emilia Panes, Keri
Peck, Marty Ronning, Lynette Rounds, Annette Shilinsky, Heidi Schindler, Gina Shifman, Lisa Smith, Nola Stark, Linda
Stolte, Trever Stevens, Lucas Taylor, Bonnie Thompson, Becky Tomlin, Linda Valencourt, Iliana Vaquera, Erica Winn,
Haley Woods and Nora Woodward.
  

*If a name on the prayer list should be added or removed, please tell the office.

Ministry Celebrations & Thank You’s  
 

☆ Additional gifts came in for December’s noisy offering and ELCA Good Gifts, so we were able to purchase 4 herds
of goats, 3 piglets and 3 flocks of chickens. These gifts were purchased on a double-impact day so twice as many
animals will be sent.

☆ January’s noisy offering raised $278.21 to purchase warm socks to donate to Sheltering Silverton/SACA.

☆ The new microwave in the kitchen given by Pat Taylor.

☆ Nancy Winterbourne mucked out and organized the Sunday School office.

☆ The creative bakers/decorators that volunteered for tables at the all-church birthday party.
 

Know a reason to celebrate, call 503-873-8656 or email office@immanuelsilverton.org to report ‘who’ and ‘what’.

Thank you for your 2025 Growing Hope Project Donation! This year you raised a total of $24,300, helping 442 people
find lasting solutions to hunger. Thank you for your leadership! Please pass along our sincere thanks and appreciation

to all of those in your community who have joined us in making a global difference.

Dear Friends,
Thank you for the belated Christmas Gift of three colorful pairs of socks. They are wonderful and will be put to good
use. It is nice to be remembered.
Sincerely, Betty Florcke
(Purchased for residents of Davenport Place with designated Weiby funds)

Dear Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Thank you for supporting the essential work of Sheltering Silverton! Together, we are ensuring everyone in our
community has a place to sleep, a warm dinner, and receive the care and connection they need to build a better
future.
In gratitude,
Megan Smith, Operations Director
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Ongoing Ministries, Reminders & Needs
 

Hiring: Sunday School Coordinator
We are looking to hire a Sunday School Coordinator!
See the job description on the bulletin board or on our
website for more info. Interviews will be in mid-
February.

Guest Sign-Up Sheet
If you are new (or nearly new) to Immanuel, please sign
in on the sheet outside the first sanctuary door.
  

Bibles for Third Graders
Our Faith & Wisdom Committee gives out Bibles to kids
in third grade each year. Please let us know if you have
a current third grader.
 

Sound System Update
The Sound System subcommittee is now
fundraising. We invite you to prayerfully
consider supporting this effort with a
donation. If donating a check, please note

‘Sound System’ in the memo. We are off to a great start
and have at least 20% of what we will need! 

Senior Quilts
Every year a quilt is made for each of our graduating
high school seniors to give them at the end of the
school year. If you have a senior, please let us know
their name and a color preference.
  

Quilting - February 4 & 16
All are welcome to join the quilters every other
Wednesday in the quilting room in the basement
beginning at 9 am. This group makes dozens of quilts a
year to give away, filling a need in our community.

Fund Raising for Youth Gathering
Our youth group is attending the 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Minnesota and is beginning to raise funds.
Contact Kate Bush if you have odd jobs for them to do,
and grab a blue bag from the gym to fill with
cans/bottles!
 

Choir - Sundays at 11:45 am
Practice after service on Sundays. All are welcome!
 

Prayer Shawl Group - Tuesdays from 2-4 pm
All skill levels of knitters/crocheters are welcome in the
Church Library.  Yarn & patterns provided.  Completed
shawls are given to comfort and support others.

Coffee Hour Help Needed
Cookies, fruit or cheese/meats are welcomed for coffee
hour!  Sign up in the gym or see Pat Taylor.

Tuesday Crew
Join a team of folks who lend a hand with odd-jobs and
basic maintenance to keep our building and grounds
tidy and welcoming. Tuesdays at 9:30 am.

Devotional Service
Pastor Leah hosts a devotional service on Sundays at
8:30 am in the Fireside Room.

Van Ministry Leader Wanted
We are looking for someone to coordinate rides to and
from worship with our volunteers.
 

SACA Sunday - Second Sundays
We accept food and monetary donations for our local
food bank, Silverton Area Community Aid (Improving
lives by providing food, services, and access to
community resources.).
 

Flowers for Sunday Church Services
Sign up on the chart on the bulletin board in the multi-
purpose room to bring flowers.
 

Candle Lighting
Students interested in candle-lighting {before worship}
contact Jim Brueckner at church or call 503-580-8752.

Lost & Found 
Will be donated to the rummage sale at the end of each
month. Please check it regularly for any missing items.

Thirsty Thursday - Thursdays at 6 pm
Join us at Mac’s on Thursday nights!
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Upcoming Ministry Events & Opportunities
  

Noisy Offering - February 1
We will gather a ‘noisy offering’ (bring your change!)
during kids time. February offerings will purchase
canned Soup for area food banks (Souper Bowl).
(We are also collecting canned meats for our February
month of service!)
March – toilet paper for area food banks
April – chicks from ELCA Good Gifts

Kitchen Cleaning - February 2, 9 am
Please join us for a couple hours, beginning at 9 am!

Esther Circle - February 5, 9:30 am
All women are invited to attend! We meet in the
Fireside room for social time at 9:30, and will have Bible
Study from Gather magazine at 10 am.  Bring a friend
and come to meet other friends! Contact is Lynn
Gannon at (503) 329-2585 or lpma.gannon@gmail.com

Women’s Retreat Sign-Ups - February 8 & 15
This year’s retreat will be May 14/15-17 at the beach.
Spaces are limited so sign up on February 8 or 15 to
ensure a spot. We hope you can join us!

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast - February 9
Join us for our next Men’s Fellowship Breakfast on 
Monday, February 9 at 6:30 am.

Lenten Soup Suppers - Begin February 18
Lent begins on February 18 with Ash Wednesday service
at 7 pm. Sign-ups coming soon to bring soup and/or
bread for soup suppers February 18-March 25 at 6 pm.

Pie & Dessert Auction - February 22
Hospitality will be hosting their 2nd annual pie & dessert
auction following church on February 22. Proceeds will
go to updating & cleaning our playground equipment
for our outdoor park!

Calling All Bakers!
We’re seeking donations of homemade pies and
desserts to help make this auction a success. Your
support will make a sweet difference for our kids and
families! Contact Kate Bush.

Grief Recovery - Begins March 3
New 8 week program for Grief Recovery Method Grief
Support Group starts March 3 from 6 pm to 8 pm. Call
Patty at 503-428-4921 for information.

Bible Study on Matthew - Wednesdays, 10-11 am
Join us Wednesdays with Pastor Patricia Hughes &
Pastor Joe Medley. February: Chapters 14-17

Growing Hope Globally Trip Opportunity
There is a trip coming up to visit a project Immanuel has
supported, the Nepal Dhanpalthan program, June
12-19, 2026. Visit the GHG website for more
information and to find the link for a travel application.
Must sign up by April 15.
www.growinghopeglobally.org/trip/nepal-dhanpaltha
n-learning-visit/
  

Sunday School Support
Sign up in the narthex to assist with Sunday School. We
will let you know how to complete a background check.
Thank you for supporting our kids!

Frosig Features
  

Happy New Year.  Hope your Christmas was delightful and your new year is off to a great start.  

Many people know that the 12 Days of Christmas are just not long enough for me.  If you have driven past my house
recently, you might have thought - Wow, this girl really does love Christmas.  It's true, I do. I love the sparkle of the lights
in the darkness, and Christmas just seems to bring Joy to the world.

Until a few days ago I had only taken down the garlands, red bows, and lights off the front of the porch.  Now they are
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spread out on the floor of the porch with the garlands and lights from the picket fence, around the front door, and the
Christmas train.  Now, the tallest of the three trees on the porch is decorated with snowflakes, and the snowman's
welcome sign is still by the front door.

Surprise, inside the house it's still Christmas, too.  Christmas Carols play from the Alexa in the kitchen. Christmas
Hallmark movies play on the TV, and a few more Christmas cookies are in the freezer.  Everything with a face is smiling
because they are happy.  Little bears line the back of the church pew,  The Christmas village is still active with ice skating, 
sleds, and people strolling in the snow.  
  Joining Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, angels, shepherds, wisemen, one camel, a donkey and lots of sheep at the nativity,
are two sisters.  One carries a birthday cake and the other a plate of cookies.  Their elephant carries the present.  A little
girl brings flowers and a little boy has a frog in his pocket.  A cow, a goat and two piggies want to come celebrate this little
baby too.  A boy plays the mandolin next to the Little Drummer Boy.  An angel plays a horn saying ‘Rejoice’, and another
boy with arms wide open declares ‘Hallelujah’.

Everywhere in this place nativities and angels and snow people and Santas, Nisse children and dancers in their native
costumes, and carolers, come together because all are welcome.  It's hard to put that away.

During all this joy and celebration, the two broken bones in my right hand have healed.  Hooray, off with the brace.  
But because one of a 'life's-curveballs that came right at me when I simply chose to hop off a moving mini treadmill to
turn up the volume on the TV, there were Christmas things still in bins on the floor.  Boxes of books were stacked on the
floor too.  I needed their space in the bookcase for Christmas.  So, 'It is what it is' (one of our mottos here) became the rest
of December.  

Then January came.  With the brace off, it was time to tidy up this place and have some company during the rest of the
12 Days of Christmas.  I had great plans.  Overly ambitious plans maybe, but a girl's gotta do what a girl's gotta do when
a girl's gotta do it.  Another motto here.   

I was feeling so accomplished for about three days, then BAM !!!  Another one of those 'life's-curveballs' hit me right
across my shoulder blades, and my back muscles went into a big twit.  They were screamin mad and there went my best
made plans.      

I totally blame my brain for those two broken bones before Christmas and now these unhappy back muscles.  Seems
it has not accepted this 'Becoming of a Certain Age' part of life's journey that has been mentioned to me.  It still thinks,
we all get older with each birthday, so why should that stop me from doing what I have always done before?  Lifting bins,
pushing boxes, sweeping floors, carrying yard art to the shed.  I am not old, just older.  Lots of mottos here.

But life's curveballs often come with a lesson.  Don't hop off a treadmill while it's moving.  Slow down. Stop and think
what being overly ambitious is doing to my body.  Resting in recovery gets to be really boring when there are things to
do. Short spurts of time at the computer, seeing the headlines, not a good idea.  Sadness gets into my pondering, worry
too.  I feel the darkness. Then I need to reach for the light.  

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. John 8:12

Christmas lights, candle light, lantern light, Light of life.  Joy, hope, love, peace.  Family, friendship, community,
strength.  Flowers, laughter, warmth, belonging.  All some of my favorite things. 

“Be the Light.  Love one another as I have loved you,” Jesus said.

Oh, I have red snapdragons blooming in front of my porch.  It's a miracle.  Flowers tell us there is hope for the future.
Happy Valentine's Day everyone.

 
Marilyn Frosig 
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February, 2026
Immanuel Lutheran Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

   
EVERY SUNDAY:

 
Devotional Service,

8:30 am
 

Worship, 10:30 am

Sunday School,
10:45 am

Choir, 11:45 am

Youth Group,6 pm

  
EVERY MONDAY:

 
Senior Exercise,
 9:30-10:30 am

YMCA, 1-4 pm

Youth Basketball,
4-6 pm

Marion County
Citizens Band,

6:30-9 pm

 
EVERY TUESDAY:

    
Staff Mtg, 9 am

     
We All Dine In

Silverton,
 9 am-12 pm

  
Tuesday Work
Crew, 9:30 am

YMCA,
1-4 pm, 5-8 pm

Prayer Shawl,
2-4 pm

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:

 
We All Dine In

Silverton,
9 am-12 pm

Senior Exercise,
 9:30 - 10:30 am

Matthew Bible
Study, 10 am

YMCA, 1-4 pm

Rue Basketball,
7 pm

EVERY THURSDAY:

YMCA,
1-4 pm, 5-8 pm

Thirsty Thursday
@ Mac’s, 6 pm

EVERY FRIDAY:

 
Senior Exercise,
 9:30-10:30 am

Sax Quartet,
1-3 pm

YMCA,
1-4 pm, 5-8 pm

Library Use,
4:30-6 pm

EVERY SATURDAY:

 

1    2 
Kitchen Cleaning,

9 am

3

Trustee Meeting,
6 pm

Deacon Meeting,
6:30 pm

4
Quilting, 9 am

Rue Basketball,
7 pm

Worship & Music,
7 pm

5 
Esther Circle,

9:30 am

Red Cross Blood
Drive, 12-7 pm

(No other gym use
activities)

Lion’s Club
Meeting, 7 pm

6 7
Girl Scouts, 

 10 am-12 pm

SFCS Dinner
Auction, 5 pm

8 
SACA Sunday

9
Men’s Fellowship

Breakfast, 6:30 am

10  

 Hospitality
Meeting, 6 pm

11

Rue Basketball,
7 pm

12 13 14
Silverton Farmer’s

Market in Gym,
10 am-12:30 pm

15 16
Office Closed:

Presidents’ Day

Council Meeting,
7 pm

17 18 
Quilting, 9 am

  

Set-up, 5 pm
Soup Supper, 6 pm

Ash Wednesday
Service, 7 pm

19   Newsletter
Articles Due by

3 pm

Lion’s Club
Meeting, 7 pm

20
  

21

Silverton Farmer’s
Market in Gym,
10 am-12:30 pm

Girl Scouts, 
 10 am-12 pm

22

Pie Auction, 
11:45 am

23 24 25 
Newsletter
Published

Set-up, 5 pm
Soup Supper, 6 pm
Lent Service, 7 pm

26 27 28

Silverton Farmer’s
Market in Gym,
10 am-12:30 pm



2 Mike Dickman
Quincy Reeder

4 Jessica Brenden
5 Amy Doerfler

Reid Gilliam
Adair Hollingsworth

6 Kris Anne Baker
7 Travis Grimes

Julia Pattison
9 Destiny Durbin-Wilson

Ashley Graves

10 Harlan Garrett 
Greg Kramer
Toby Tucker

13 Jann Andres
15 Trey Carstensen
17 Scott Hamblin

Joel Rue
18 Jeremy Kluth

Karen Shuford
19 Marty Ronning

21 Blake Eder
Calvin Eder
Scott Eder
John Gilliam

23 Barrett Etcheberry
25 Jacob Brueckner
26 Robbie Brockamp

Cindy Johnson
Tyrone Reeder

     

2 Joe & Patricia Hughes
9 Brian & Lacey Eder

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary in February that is unlisted, please let us know!

 
Sunday Flowers Provided By:

February 1: Available
February 8: Available

February 15: Available
February 22: Available

Sunday Readers:
February 1: Bill Wilson

February 8: Amanda Rosansky
February 15: Dan Zinkand

February 22: Shirley Murata

 

Watch us Online
Live Stream/View Past Services Links: www.facebook.com/immanuelsilverton/videos

-or- www.youtube.com/ImmanuelSilverton/videos

Ways to Support Ministry at Immanuel
 1. IN PERSON

 Place offerings in the plates on Sunday or drop off in the office.
 2. MAIL checks to:

 Immanuel Lutheran Church   303 N Church St.   Silverton, OR 97381
 3. CALL the office to pay over the phone via credit card.
 4. ONLINE

 Scan this QR code with your smartphone or visit: secure.myvanco.com/YP8K/home
 5. VANCO MOBILE APP

 Download the Vanco Mobile app and enter invite code: 4MV6AF

Calendar events are subject to change. Please contact the church office to correct any errors or omissions.  Thank You!


