
Hilltop Happenings
For April, 2026

  

Our mission is to welcome, accept and encourage all people as we follow Jesus.
 

303 N. Church Street  Silverton, Oregon 97381
Phone: (503) 873-8656     
Website: www.immanuelsilverton.org     
Email: office@immanuelsilverton.org
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 8:30 am-12 pm, 1 pm-3 pm

Ministry Staff
Pastor: Leah Stolte-Doerfler | 503-302-7712
Director of Visitation Ministry: Patty MacInnes | 503-428-4921
Office Managers: Tria Brockamp & Courtney Goode
Youth & Family Ministry: Kate Bush | 503-580-4964
Social Media Coordinator: 

Justine Johnson | jj.ilc.silverton@gmail.com
Worship Production Director: Ethan Frederick 
Keyboardist: Deborah Butler
Choir Director: Marta Hazekamp
Custodians: Bill Howell & Andrew Bush

Services
Sundays 8:30 am - Devotional Service    10:30 am - Worship    

 

Service Attendance   in person / *online views as of 1/27/2026
8:30 AM 10:30 AM   7:00 PM

February 25 43/118*
March 1 10 93 / 171*
March 4 35/141*
March 8 12 106/102*
March 11 39/120*
March 15 7 87/ 159*
March 18 31/No Livestream
March 22 8 89 / 106*

Ministry Contacts
Adult Education: Pastor Leah/F&W
Altar Guild: Barb Richter
ARK: Briana Hupp
A/V: Ethan Frederick
Choir: Marta Hazekamp
Coffee Hour: Pat Taylor
Deacons: Theresa Yancey
Faith & Wisdom: Julie Woodward
GHG: Debbie Eder
Hospitality: Kate Bush
Prayer Chain: Earlyn Moore

503-428-1211 (call/text)
President: Lauren Lucht Lovelace
SACA: Briana Hupp
Shower Coordinator: Shirley Murata
Stephen Ministry: Mary Miller
Technician: Ethan Frederick
Trustees: Dixon Bledsoe
Ushers: Jim Brueckner
Valley View Cemetery: Jill Lounsbury
Vacation Bible School: Brenda Wilson
Van Rides: Need Volunteer
Weddings: Hospitality Committee
Worship Planning: Mark Dickman
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Pastor’s Ponderings  by Pastor Leah Stolte-Doerfler

 

Just Pondering…

In January, my vacation included time in Rwanda, Kenya and Tanzania. National Parks, animals, people groups,
experiences…it was a truly remarkable adventure. But, with that said, Rwanda stood apart in so many ways.

Our time in Rwanda had two themes, time trekking with the Mountain Gorillas (amazing!} and the 1994 genocide.

As told by our guides and the memorials we visited, a million Tutsis were murdered by their Hutu neighbors in 100
days during those bloody months of 1994. The back story includes the Germans, who first took over the country,
alongside of the people of Belgium who stepped into the role of colonizers after the Germans lost the war.

At some point the Europeans created and perpetuated the separation of Tutsi and Hutu, as they attempted to
categorize the native people by their physical attributes. Once the distinctions were created, jealousy and hatred
could be fanned and stirred. Then, in 1994, when the conditions were ripe, there was a nationwide call to rise up
and destroy the Tutsis. For over three months, that is exactly what happened.

I visited these places just thirsty two years later. {To put it in perspective, my youngest daughter was born in 1994!}
Three decades up the road, Rwanda has {and is} doing amazing work.

As a nation they have chosen a peace and reconciliation process that has healed wounds and relationships in ways
that justice and prison alone cannot. If a perpetrator {aka murderer} is willing to confess and offer details about
the attack and any information about locating the body/bodies, their sentences can be reduced. As a survivor,
consider the power of knowing what happened, of the violator looking you in the eyes and speaking the truth, of
that same person asking forgiveness.

Peace and Reconciliation villages have also been constructed. Survivors living beside the guilty parties. Included in
this healing is the dissolution of the false categories of Tutsi and Hutu. The people of Rwanda will tell you they are
one country, one people.

As astonishing as this recovery is, it is only part of the Rwandan story.

This is a country that has also spent these past decades working on conservation. As I told you, time with the
Mountain Gorillas was part of my Rwanda experience. In the 1980’s, the Mountain Gorilla population had dwindled
to a couple of hundred, largely due to ongoing poaching issues. Today, the number is over 1,100. An incredible
turn-around under any circumstance, but considering the humanitarian struggles of the nation, this recovery seems
unimaginable.

We aren’t finished yet. This land of resilient people is also accomplishing remarkable environmental feats. Green
spaces. Water use. But honestly, to my tourist-eye, the lack of roadside trash was more than significant. It was
unmarred beauty.

We are an Easter people, moving into the season of Easter ~ where life and hope are budding everywhere. And as
I warmly recall my brief visit to Rwanda, I see other Easter peoples. Despite the death and mayhem that ravaged
their land, they have leaned into peace, and life, and hope.

Friends, may it be so with us.

Pastor Leah
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Director of Visitation Ministry  by Patty MacInnes

On the road with Patty and Max….

Lent is a time for reflection.  Holy Week is when I hold my breath.  Easter is a joyful explosion.
This is a season for change: new colors, smells, and more daylight.
Practice the grace that God shows to us each day.

Youth Group  by Kate Bush

 

Welcome to Spring, a season that always feels like a fresh start for everyone and everything.

As we leave the season of Lent behind, I encourage you to take time for a walk with someone you appreciate. Use
the opportunity to observe the new growth around you and reflect on your own personal growth. How have you
grown recently? How can you reach even further?

I once heard a parent tell their child to "chase your passion," and I believe there is a lot to be said for living life with
that mindset.

I hope you can join us this Easter and feel the happiness and lightening in your heart and soul because we know
we are forgiven. Remind your kids to take Jesus with them in pursuit of their passion! 

Psalms 66: 1-2

From the Custodians’ Closet  by Andrew Bush

 

Hello Immanuel Lutheran family,

As we move into spring, we often find ourselves noticing all the things we didn’t get to during the past few
months—hence the idea of “spring cleaning.” It’s a time when missed spots and overlooked areas become more
visible.

For those areas I may have missed, I apologize. As the days grow longer and brighter, I will be working to address
those spaces and get everything back in order. If you notice anything that needs attention, please don’t hesitate
to let me know.
 

Peace be with you. 
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Prayer Ministry & Requests
 

The hungry. Foster kids. Those who battle addiction. All who serve our country.
  

Pat Aarhus, Kenneth Adams, Phyllis Adams, Marie Arthur, Nettie Donovan Austin, Kris Anne Baker, Kristie Bernabo,
Jessica Bradley, Kyler DeVore, Destiny Durbin-Wilson, Jamie Eby, Jeanne Ervin, Betty Faanes, Joann Faanes, Dan
Funrue, Kevin Griffin, Wayne Gwyn, Tracy Harris, Michellelisa Bradner Hegney, Dan Henderson, Mary Henderson,
Rose Marie Howell, Lucy Hupp, Ruby Hupp, Ed Jacoby, Debbie Donovan Jasman, Alta Johnson, Caroline Johnson,
Dale Johnson, Dee Dee Johnson, Shana Lansidel, Tanya Lawton, Larry Lincoln, Kathy Locke, Loretta Luciano, Delores
McCoy, Shirley McHorse, Able Meyers, Dave Miller, Shane Moore, Mark Morin, Gayle Budd O’Grady, Gayle O'Neil,
Elenore Norman, Emilia Panes, Keri Peck, Marty Ronning, Lynette Rounds, Annette Shilinsky, Heidi Schindler, Lisa
Smith, Debbie Smuckal, Nola Stark, Linda Stolte, Trever Stevens, Lucas Taylor, Bonnie Thompson, Becky Tomlin,
Linda Valencourt, Iliana Vaquera, Erica Winn, Haley Woods and Nora Woodward.
  

*If a name on the prayer list should be added or removed, please tell the office.

Our condolences to Shirley Smith and family at the death of her daughter Gina. Please keep this family in your
prayers. 

Ministry Celebrations & Thank You’s  
 

☆ Annabel Brueckner, Lilli Johnson, and Mira Woodward are state champions in both the traditional and jazz dance
team competitions.

☆ The surprise Sunday morning visit from Laura Borbon.
 

Know a reason to celebrate, call 503-873-8656 or email office@immanuelsilverton.org to report ‘who’ and ‘what’.

Thank you for supporting the work of health, justice, and hope in our community!
~The Lutheran Community Services NW team
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Upcoming Ministry Events & Opportunities
  

Palm Sunday - March 29
Blessing of the Palms at First
Christian Church at 9:30 am,
followed by the procession to
Immanuel. Mushu the burro will
be joining us on our walk - bring
your kids! Passion Service begins at
Immanuel at 10:30 am, followed
by community fellowship time. We
need cookie donations and help
serving during fellowship time! 

Willamette Valley Pie Fundraiser Pick Up - April 1
Pick up your pies on Wednesday, April 1 from 4-6 pm.
There will be various pies available for purchase at
pick-up. To find out what is available and/or to reserve
yours now, call/text Darci Hyde at 503-989-9471 or call
the church office.

Good Friday - April 3, 7 pm service

Easter Sunday - April 5
9:15-10:15 am - Easter Breakfast
The menu plans include scrambled eggs, sausage, hash
browns, fruit and cinnamon rolls. ILC Youth Group will
help serve and accept donations for their mission trip.
We also welcome any congregation members to
volunteer for clean-up. The Faith and Wisdom
Committee looks forward to seeing you for the
celebration!
10:30 am - Easter Worship Service 
(You are welcome to bring flowers for the Easter Cross)

Kitchen Cleaning Day After Easter - April 6 
Join us Monday, April 6 at 9 am. The plan is to deep
clean, scrub and sort! All are welcome. 
Additional dates: May 4 and June 1.

Esther Circle - April 9
All women are invited to attend! We meet in the
Fireside room for social time at 9:30, and will have Bible
Study from Gather magazine at 10 am.  Bring a friend
and come to meet other friends! Contact is Lynn
Gannon at (503) 329-2585 or lpma.gannon@gmail.com

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast - April 13
Join us at Immanuel for our next Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast on  Monday, April 13 at 6:30 am.

2026-27 Scholarships - Due April 15
Attention all high school seniors and college students!
Pick up an application in the office, or email us at
office@immanuelsilverton.org. Please return it by April
15 with an official, sealed transcript from your high
school or university. No late applications will be
accepted.

Baptisms and New Members - May 3
Are you interested, ready to celebrate being on this
faith journey together? We will receive new members
on May 3 during the 10:30 service. Please reach out to
Pastor Leah if you have questions or are ready for a
conversation. {503.302.7712}

Women’s Retreat - May 14/15-17
This year’s retreat will be at the beach! We have 1 spot
left. Text Sue Dickman at 503-209-7924 to sign up.

Bible Study on Matthew - Wednesdays, 10-11 am
Join us Wednesdays with Pastor Patricia Hughes &
Pastor Joe Medley (no study April 1).

Dinner for Six – Round 2!
Dinner for Six is a great way to connect with
others in our church community. Groups of
six(ish) adults (kids welcome!) will gather
once a month for three months, beginning in

March. Couples, singles, and families are welcome! You
do not need to have a partner to participate. Don’t
have a place to host or need help with transportation?
That’s okay — we’ll work together to make participation
easy and welcoming for everyone. Continue with your
previous group or join a new one. New participants are
warmly invited! For more information and/or to sign
up, grab a card in the narthex, visit this link
https://tinyurl.com/dinner46 or scan the QR code.

Sunday School Support
Sign up in the narthex to assist with Sunday School. We
will let you know how to complete a background check.
Thank you for supporting our kids!
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Ongoing Ministries, Reminders & Needs
 

Fireside Art Gallery
Check out the latest art show in the Fireside Room: Out
of the Shadows: Into the Light by Kris Anne Baker.

Guest Sign-Up Sheet
If you are new (or nearly new) to Immanuel, please sign
in on the sheet outside the first sanctuary door.
  

Bibles for Third Graders - April 26
Our Faith & Wisdom Committee gives out Bibles to kids
in third grade each year. Please let us know if you have
a current third grader.
 

Senior Quilts
Every year a quilt is made for each of our graduating
high school seniors to give them at the end of the
school year. If you have a senior, please let us know.
 

Van Ministry Leader Wanted
Thank you to Jennifer Bielenberg for her years of van
ministry coordination. She will wrap up her role on
Easter Sunday. We will have no active van ministry until
we have a new volunteer. Let us know if you are
interested.
 

Sound System
The Sound System subcommittee is now
fundraising. We invite you to prayerfully
consider supporting this effort with a
donation. If donating a check, please note

‘Sound System’ in the memo.

Quilting - April 1, 15, 29
All are welcome to join the quilters every other
Wednesday in the quilting room in the basement
beginning at 9 am. This group makes dozens of quilts a
year to give away, filling a need in our community.

Fund Raising for Youth Gathering
Our youth group is attending the 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Minnesota and is beginning to raise funds.
Contact Kate Bush if you have odd jobs for them to do,
and grab a blue bag from the gym to fill with
cans/bottles!

Thirsty Thursday - Thursdays at 6 pm
Join us at Mac’s on Thursday nights!
 

Choir - Sundays at 11:45 am
Practice after service on Sundays. All are welcome!

Prayer Shawl Group - Tuesdays from 2-4 pm
All skill levels of knitters/crocheters are welcome in the
Church Library.  Yarn & patterns provided.  Completed
shawls are given to comfort and support others.

Tuesday Crew
Join a team of folks who lend a hand with odd-jobs and
basic maintenance to keep our building and grounds
tidy and welcoming. Tuesdays at 9:30 am.

Devotional Service
Pastor Leah hosts a devotional service on Sundays at
8:30 am in the Fireside Room.
 

SACA Sunday - Second Sundays
We accept food and monetary donations for our local
food bank, Silverton Area Community Aid (Improving
lives by providing food, services, and access to
community resources.)
 

Coffee Hour Help Needed
Cookies, fruit or cheese/meats are welcomed for coffee
hour!  Sign up in the gym or see Pat Taylor.

Flowers for Sunday Church Services
Sign up on the chart on the bulletin board in the multi-
purpose room to bring flowers.
 

Candle Lighting
Students interested in candle-lighting {before worship}
contact Jim Brueckner at church or call 503-580-8752.

Lost & Found 
Will be donated to the rummage sale at the end of each
month. Please check it regularly for any missing items.
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Sound Improvement Committee  by Mary Miller

 

The Sound System Committee, at the request of the Trustees, has been exploring options for updating our current
system. We have had many conversations with design groups as we’ve worked through this process. Due to the
unique design of our building, upgrading the sound system is not straightforward.

At this time, the proposed solution includes installing five speakers suspended from the beams that cross the
sanctuary. The soundboard will also be updated, making it much easier to operate with minimal instruction. In
addition, our projectors—now about 20 years old—will be replaced, as they are increasingly difficult to operate.

We also plan to install a new pulpit microphone, which will eliminate the current issue of feedback when it is turned
on. New wireless and lapel microphones will be added as well. For those who are hearing impaired, a new assistive
listening system will be available if the updated sound system does not fully meet their needs.

A display will be set up in the narthex to keep the congregation informed about fundraising progress. We will need
to raise half of the total cost before signing a contract, with the remaining balance due upon completion of the
project.

Members of the Trustees and the Sound System Committee welcome any questions you may have.

Thank you for your continued support as we move forward, worshiping together with a joyful sound.

Community Event
 

The Garage @theY
INVITING ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, April 2 | 4:30-6PM

Bring your family to hear more about our new programs for Grades 6-8 . The Garage includes
daily after school programming, theme nights and events - all geared for 6th-8th graders.

We will also be honoring ASAP on this special night.

The Silver Falls YMCA is very excited to announce our brand-new YMCA middle school program and hangout "The
Garage" for daily after school space, select nights and special events! This space includes our innovation lab and
'the Garage' is intended as the destination and place to tinker, innovate, construct, hang out and belong! Built for
belonging; designed for discovery! We are picking up the ASAP torch and carrying it forward.

We'd like to extend a special invitation to all the ASAP board and leaders, volunteers, and supporters (past and
present) to a special dedication and middle school family open house on Thursday, April 2 from 4:30-6 pm @ 403
Lewis Street. We plan to dedicate the room and share the vision and support from ASAP at 5 pm.

We are excited and enthused to share what we have been working on and how your generosity and spirit have
helped shape the space and bring the vision to life!
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Frosig Features
 

I've been sitting here, thinking about, all the things I can't figure out,
then your gentle voice speaks to me.

You remind me I'm going to make it through the night.
You remind me your arms are going to hold me tight,

You remind me I don't always have to get it right.
You remind me.

                                                                                                                                     (words from A Cowgirl’s Song)

It was National Girl Scout’s Day on March 12th, and a fun day to go back into my own Girl Scout stuff.  In my search
around the house, I could not find my Girl Scout handbook.  I know it is here somewhere. I did find my Brownie Scout
handbook. Wow, so many memories flowed from those pages. 

I was seven years old when I received this handbook.  Belonging to a scout troop was like being in a club with friends
my own age.  We had our handbook and a troop leader, and a Brownie Scout Promise - I promise to do my best to love
God and my country, to help other people every day, especially those at home.

And, with all that, we said the Girl Scout motto - Be Prepared.  When you are little that means things like - learn your
spelling words so you can Be Prepared for class.  Or learn to set the table so you can Be Prepared to help your mother
get things ready for dinner. 

Once a Scout, always a Scout, I have heard said many times.  Seems to be true, I still have this need to Be Prepared. 
As an adult, to 'Be Prepared' can mean a giant multitude of things. But now, how can we Be Prepared, for what???  The
crisis is different every day.

Sitting here, thinking about, all the things I can't figure out, I hear your gentle voice say to me – you are going to be
alright. 

Thank you Lord, for your promise to me.  I know your arms will hold me tight.  

70 degrees, a blue sky, a slight breeze, new growth, flowers blooming, and fragrance in the air, can certainly lift spirits
high.  It opens my heart to all the joys I already have, and I don't even need to Be Prepared.  It comes as a gift. 

So when you get a day’s notice that your family is coming to spend a couple days with you, and they will arrive the next
day, and you are nowhere Prepared for their arrival when they ring the doorbell, you know you have received the greatest
gift of all – Love.

Sharing hugs and stories and laughter, then dinner and more chatter till sleepy eyes come. Then soon morning faces
appear and the air smells like coffee.  Breakfast and the Tulip Fields, what a great way to start the day.

The air may have been chilly out walking and admiring the tulips where the breeze constantly rearranges your hair,
but the beauty of the earth was outstanding. Mt. Hood, Mt. Adams, Mt. St. Helens, and Mt. Rainier all in view at the same
time, another gift from above that just comes.

So, if you find yourself sitting somewhere, thinking about, all the things you can’t figure out, remember this:

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth, over and around us lies,

Christ our God, to thee we raise, this our sacrifice of praise.
  

Happy Spring everyone,

Marilyn Frosig              Wooden Shoe Tulip Fields
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APRIL 2026
Immanuel Lutheran Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

EVERY SUNDAY:

Devotional Service,
8:30 am

Worship, 10:30 am

 Sunday School,
10:45 am

Choir, 11:45 am

Youth Group,6 pm

EVERY MONDAY:

Senior Exercise,
 9:30-10:30 am

YMCA, 1-4 pm

Youth Basketball,
4-6 pm

Marion County
Citizens Band,

6:30-9 pm

EVERY TUESDAY:

Staff Mtg, 9 am
     

We All Dine In
Silverton,

 9 am-12 pm
  

Tuesday Work
Crew, 9:30 am

YMCA,
1-4 pm, 5-8 pm

Prayer Shawl,
2-4 pm

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:

We All Dine In
Silverton,

9 am-12 pm

Senior Exercise,
 9:30 - 10:30 am

Matthew Bible Study,
10 am

YMCA, 1-4 pm

Rue Basketball,
7 pm

EVERY THURSDAY:

YMCA,
1-4 pm, 5-8 pm

Thirsty Thursday
@ Mac’s, 6 pm

 
EVERY FRIDAY:

Senior Exercise,
 9:30-10:30 am

Sax Quartet,
1-3 pm

YMCA,
1-4 pm, 5-8 pm

Library Use,
4:30-6 pm

EVERY SATURDAY:

Silverton Farmer’s
Market in Gym,
10 am-12:30 pm

1
Quilting, 9 am

2

Lion’s Club
Meeting, 7 pm

3

Good Friday
Service, 7 pm

4
Girl Scouts,

10 am-12 pm

Set Up For Easter
Breakfast

5
Easter Sunday

Easter Breakfast,
9:30-10:15 am

(No Devotional
Service, Sunday
School, Choir or

Youth Group)

6
 Easter Monday
Office Closed

Kitchen Cleaning, 
9-11 am

7

Grief Recovery,
6-8 pm

Trustee Meeting,
6 pm

Deacon Meeting,
6:30 pm

8 9
Esther Circle,

9:30 am

Red Cross Blood
Drive, 1-6:30 pm
(No Other Gym
Use Activities)  

10 11

Farmer’s Market
Meeting, 1-4 pm

12 
SACA Sunday

 

13
 

14

Grief Recovery,
6-8 pm

15
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS

DUE

Quilting, 9 am

16

Lion’s Club
Meeting, 7 pm

17 18
Girls Scouts,
10 am-12 pm

19 20 

Council Meeting,
7 pm

21 22 23
Newsletter

Articles Due
  

24 25 

26 
3rd Grade Bibles

Given
@ 10:30 Service

27 28 29
Newsletter & May

Calendar Published
  

Quilting, 9 am
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HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAYS TO:
  

1 Heath Curtiss
Diana Penley

4 Addie Carstensen
8 Isabeau Bosch 

Sandy Donovan
10 Pat Heintz

Roger Moore
11 Donna Smith

Sylvia Knudtson

12 Richard Budd
13 Bill Predeek
14 Shirley Smith
17 Emily Hyde
19 Donna McColly
20 Barbara Renback
24 Marta Hazekamp
25 Nora Brenden

Denny Taylor

26 Ellie Hupp
27 Aliyah Camargo
28 Linda Stolte
30 Noah Bush

Brent Hudson
Karen Taylor
Julie Woodward

HAPPY APRIL ANNIVERSARIES TO:
   

4 Rod & Jessica Grimes
5 Mike & Martina Bielemeier
22 Jim & Lauren Lovelace

If you have a birthday or anniversary in April that is unlisted, please let us know!

 
Sunday Flowers Provided By:

April 5: Donovans

April 12:

April 19:

April 26:

Sunday Readers:

April 5: (Easter)

April 12: Mary Miller

April 19: Norm English

April 26: Dixon Bledsoe

Watch us Online
Live Stream/View Past Services Links: www.facebook.com/immanuelsilverton/videos

-or- www.youtube.com/ImmanuelSilverton/videos

Ways to Support Ministry at Immanuel
1. IN PERSON
 Place offerings in the plates on Sunday or drop off in the office.
2. MAIL checks to:
 Immanuel Lutheran Church   303 N Church St.   Silverton, OR 97381
3. CALL the office to pay over the phone via credit card.
4. ONLINE
 Scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit: secure.myvanco.com/YP8K/home
5. VANCO MOBILE APP
 Download the Vanco Mobile app and enter invite code: 4MV6AF

Calendar events are subject to change. Please contact the church office to correct any errors or omissions.


